
Since the start of the conflict on October 7th, the IDF have systematically violated the IHL by indiscriminately 
attacking civilians, the targeting of journalists and medical staff, as well as repeatedly using white phosphorus 
in its operations in South Lebanon1, a weapon internationally prohibited by the 1949 Geneva Conventions2.  
Although the use of white phosphorus can be lawful, it strictly cannot be fired near populated civilian areas 
or civilian infrastructures. However, the white phosphorus attacks committed in Dhayra, for instance, affected 
most of the village and, as a consequence, necessitated the complete evacuation of the town and medical 
assistance for some civilians. 

On October 13th, an Israeli shell targeted and killed Reuters videographer Issam Abdallah and wounded 
six other journalists.3 Exactly one month later, a rocket attack by the Israeli army fell too close to a group  
of journalists present in the town of Yaroun,4 injuring an Al Jazeraa cameraman5.

On November 5th, in the town of Tayra Harfa, an ambulance was hit by an Israeli drone,6 injuring four 
paramedics. Six days later, the Mays Al Jabal Hospital was hit by Israeli shelling. The hospital was damaged 
and a doctor was injured.7 

Also on November 5th, three children and their grandmother were killed by an Israeli drone strike as they 
were traveling from one town to another in the South.8 A tally by media agency AFP has so far recorded  
a total of 11 civilian deaths in Lebanon.9 

Later during the night, a civilian in Israel was killed by a rocket attack launched by Hezbollah from Lebanon 
and three others were wounded.10 On November 12, a cross-border guided missile attack by Hezbollah 
wounded two civilians in Israel.11 One of them is said to have succumbed to his wounds the following day.12 

ALEF – act for human rights is especially appalled that civilians are being targeted, in complete violation of the 
basic principles of the IHL. The definition of a war crime includes “Launching an attack in the knowledge that 
such attack will cause incidental loss of life or injury to civilians or damage to civilian objects or widespread, 
long-term and severe damage to the natural environment which would be clearly excessive in relation to the 
concrete and direct overall military advantage anticipated”. As such, journalists, medical staff, and civilians 
must be protected at all costs, placing on all parties to the conflict the obligation to distinguish between 
civilians and combatants. 

ALEF – act for human rights calls on all parties to the conflict – governments of both states, local authorities, 
and non-state armed groups – to prioritize the protection of civilians and adhere to international law, including 
the 1949 Geneva Conventions, their 1977 Additional Protocols, and UN Security Council Resolution 1701. 

ALEF - act for human rights also invites the international community to open an investigation by an 
international fact-finding commission into the violations to IHL that have been occurring since the beginning 
of the conflict in order to uphold accountability for the unlawful killing of civilians, including children,  
and journalist Issam Abdallah.

Within that context, and though it should go without saying, we urge the international community to exert 
intensive and concerted diplomatic pressure for an immediate cessation of hostilities and to urgently provide 
humanitarian assistance that can alleviate the impact of the conflict on civilian lives.

ALEF – act for human rights is profoundly disturbed by the recent violations of international humanitar-
ian law (IHL) committed by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) in its operations in Southern Lebanon as well 
as several Lebanon based non-state armed groups and strongly calls, short of a cessation of hostilities,  
for the full respect of IHL standards.
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